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1. Introduction 

This study aimed to analyze the phenomenon of "

women living in Tehran's Shahid Harandi neighborhood. 

merely as isolation or veiling, but as a complex socio

"ordinary, healthy" women are excluded from public sphere through st

processes. The Harandi neighborhood, as a historical yet challenged urban fabric, 

provides a suitable context for examining the intersection of gender, space, and 

power. 

 

2. Literature Review

A review of existing literature indicates that most pri

neighborhood have adopted a pathological approach, focusing on issues such as 

crime, addiction, and social disorganization. These studies have largely overlooked 

the presence and lived experiences of "ordinary" women and their role in

production and everyday resistance. This research gap justifies the present study, 

which focuses on women and the concept of 

 

3. Methodology 

This qualitative research employed an ethnographic method. Data were collected 

through participatory observation over approximately 5 months, semi

*  Corresponding Author:  

How to Cite: Mirzaei,

Ethnographic Analysis of Women's Everyday Lives in Tehran's Shahid Harrandi 

Neighborhood, Journal of  Social Work Research

The QuarterlyJournal of Social Work Research 
 , Summer 2025, P 115-148 

DOI: doi.org/10.22054/rjsw.2026.87320.834 

From Invisibility to Activism: An Ethnographic Analysis 

of Women's Everyday Lives in Tehran's Shahid 

Harrandi Neighborhood 

 

irzaei ∗  

Associate Professor in Anthropology Cultural 

Studies Dept., Allameh Tabataba'i University, 

Tehran, Iran. 
 

  
Master’s Graduate in Cultural Studies. Allameh 

Tabataba’i University, Tehran, Iran. 

 

This study aimed to analyze the phenomenon of "Mastouri" [Invisibility] among 

women living in Tehran's Shahid Harandi neighborhood. Mastouri is defined not 

merely as isolation or veiling, but as a complex socio-spatial condition where 

"ordinary, healthy" women are excluded from public sphere through st

processes. The Harandi neighborhood, as a historical yet challenged urban fabric, 

provides a suitable context for examining the intersection of gender, space, and 

Literature Review 

A review of existing literature indicates that most prior studies on Harandi 

neighborhood have adopted a pathological approach, focusing on issues such as 

crime, addiction, and social disorganization. These studies have largely overlooked 

the presence and lived experiences of "ordinary" women and their role in

production and everyday resistance. This research gap justifies the present study, 

which focuses on women and the concept of Mastouri. 

This qualitative research employed an ethnographic method. Data were collected 

ry observation over approximately 5 months, semi-structured 

                                         
*  Corresponding Author:   

Mirzaei, H; Naderi, F. (2025). From Invisibility to Activism:

Ethnographic Analysis of Women's Everyday Lives in Tehran's Shahid Harrandi 

Journal of  Social Work Research,12(44), 115-148. 

  

  

  

  
 R

ec
ei

v
ed

: 
3

/8
/2

0
2

5
  
  

  
 R

ev
ie

w
: 

2
7

/9
/2

0
2

5
  

  
  

A
cc

ep
te

d
: 

2
6

/1
2

/2
0
2

5
  

  
  

 O
ri

g
in

al
 R

es
er

ch
eI

S
S

N
: 

2
4

7
6

-6
3

8
0

  
  

  
  
  

  
IS

S
N

: 
2

4
7

6
-6

3
9
9

  
  

  
  

From Invisibility to Activism: An Ethnographic Analysis 

of Women's Everyday Lives in Tehran's Shahid 

Associate Professor in Anthropology Cultural 

Allameh Tabataba'i University, 

raduate in Cultural Studies. Allameh 

" [Invisibility] among 

is defined not 

spatial condition where 

"ordinary, healthy" women are excluded from public sphere through structural 

processes. The Harandi neighborhood, as a historical yet challenged urban fabric, 

provides a suitable context for examining the intersection of gender, space, and 

or studies on Harandi 

neighborhood have adopted a pathological approach, focusing on issues such as 

crime, addiction, and social disorganization. These studies have largely overlooked 

the presence and lived experiences of "ordinary" women and their role in space 

production and everyday resistance. This research gap justifies the present study, 

This qualitative research employed an ethnographic method. Data were collected 

structured 

                                                     

(2025). From Invisibility to Activism: An 

Ethnographic Analysis of Women's Everyday Lives in Tehran's Shahid Harrandi 



 

 

  

  

  

The QuarterlyJournal of Social Work Research | Vol. 12 | No. 44 | Summer 2025 | 116 

interviews with 32 women residents (including both long-term and new residents), 

field notes, and document analysis. Sampling was purposive, using the snowball 

technique. Data were analyzed using thematic analysis within the theoretical 

frameworks of space production (Lefebvre), the gendered nature of space (Massey), 

stigma (Goffman), everyday resistance (Scott), and power (Foucault). 

 

4. Results and Discussion 

The findings were organized around three main themes: 

- Spatial Inequality and Placelessness: Women felt that public spaces (like alleys and 

local squares) were "occupied" by other groups such as addicts, drug dealers, and 

migrant workers, rendering them unsafe and inaccessible for women's presence and 

activities. 

- Conscious Self-Concealment Stemming from Stigma: Many women, especially 

educated and successful ones, deliberately concealed their neighborhood identity in 

social interactions and online spaces due to fear of judgment and prejudice 

associated with the neighborhood's negative label ("Darvazeh Ghar"). 

- Everyday Resistance through Female Networks: In response to constraints, women 

created parallel, informal safe spaces such as home-based rowzeh gatherings, local 

virtual groups, and religious centers (e.g., Hosseinieh-ye Montazeran-e Abassaleh). 

These spaces facilitated the reconstruction of collective identity, mutual support, and 

a partial reclamation of space. 

 

Analyzing the findings within the theoretical framework revealed that Mastouri 

results from the intersection of several structural processes: 1) Production of 

exclusionary space by formal and informal powers (market, mafia, urban policies) 

that renders healthy women invisible. 2) Governance through stigma which impacts 

women's identity and leads to voluntary seclusion. 3) Feminization of the margin, 

which, while marginalizing women, also provides ground for everyday resistance 

and the creation of parallel spaces, these spaces act as "hidden transcripts" of 

resistance, enabling identity redefinition and activism within constraints. 

 

5. Conclusion 

The study argues that women's Mastouri in Harandi is not merely a passive or 

individual condition, but the product of a vicious cycle of power relations, 

production of unequal space, and social stigmatization. However, the findings also 

indicate that these very conditions have fostered creative forms of everyday 

resistance and activism by women. Breaking this cycle requires a paradigm shift 

from purely pathological interventions towards gender-sensitive urban planning, 
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securing public spaces for women, and strengthening local institutions with genuine 

female participation. Mastouri can be seen not only as a sign of exclusion but also as 

embers covering the flames of activism and rethinking female citizenship. 

 

Acknowledgments: The authors sincerely thank all the women who participated in 

the study and the residents of Shahid Harandi neighborhood who made this 
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4:�)�>F� ��� �C9��� � @6A �� ;�2� ��� �J8� 

4�!) u�C%��	L ���� . �����(� � ����`�)1398( &��� �� &����2� �� ��� "G	v 
B4� � ��� 

.� .
� .Q�.���D� u�4� �� �2��8 �� \�.�� &��� ��� .�
��� ���
 E��FG � ��  ��B�

)� ��� >�����G 
�� ���O% Lw��.� >��2�� �)�  2�� )� � ���	= ���  � 
����)

�J8 /�)�; ��C(�� �Z�� ���E ����Z�� ���js) .��!J�� �C9���� �6%�x ���6)  �

�4%�  (2� /��V�� )� ����% ����� Lw��. /�8 �� .�� &���!> /�.�J) 
� 
.�% ��8�  ��
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��O�0� ���D� � N�.� ���� ����!��$�� ���  
���� � ���2� LJ) u�4� ���=  ���.�J)

�C%�3  &�8  2�.  


69�:) �9�y`���� ) �	w���� )1397 () ��B�� ��� �J) 
����. �, �%�  
6)�. ��

"D)� \�a��  &�8 ��� ."$8 ���;�2� a ��O�0� �� Y�%�(� ���
	(2���  
"D)&�> &���;  �

�G����� ��B����2 ��)��2 /�)�; 
� ��� \��)  1�� ���J� ��� "$8� Z� ��
� �G	�= 

 2� 
�!��� =�!) .����= 7�,�) ����  �J8� 9�[!)	  +G��� ��� ���
 7�C0 �� �� \�]
�8 

b�<��< � ��� �(,��� � 52��)	Z  2� 
����� 3�8.  

�>�� ��G  �����(� �)1399( �� ������ �	�� ������ ��� 2
	5 ��� ��(�.�� 

��% 
"D)�M� ����� 2��� �� ���J%�  2� &���. �
 ���� 
� ��� ���) ����	L!  /�.�J) �

���� �J8� 6'% 5.�)	@ P"6% �T�;� �� ����� �Z�� ��E � �� \�.� 2� &�8 
"D) = .

�C9�� /`;��)� ��(�.�  ;��8 ������ �'� ��)��2�� )� � &��� 3�M) �� 
"D)	
� ��2 

�� ��)��2� ��(�.�� &�8 ��� .��(6) �� Z��(% �� E��FG�� ��2�J8� ��(�.� 3w�!) ��� 

������� 3)���� ����� ��� �������� � &����� ���� 6A� ��CJ�	   2� &��� 
w���.  

 �!�� � �(	V�)1401 ( ����)��2 E4� ��� \��) �4%�� �� ��J��  /`)�6%�	�� 

������ ���� 
"D) ��� ��9� ��� ���� �4%�  ���� ��� ��� {��B)� ) ��	�� 

&��> ��� B��FG @"�M)� �	�k% ����� .��= ��| �� E��FG	  ��� "D)� ���� ��2���� 

��(�.� ��(���� �	�k% ����.  

(T��� �	�  �����(� �)1399( �2��8 
��> jk% � ��(0	/�� 2
 �� �
	5 ��� ��(�.�� 

���� 
"D) ���� ) u�C%��	�� � ��4�	���� ��> ��E � �� ��(0 
&��� 
69�:) ���.  

�B���� � �8��  ���)1393( �� ������ �	�� ��C) �� 
C,�O) �� ��� (�	�P 2��� 
�� 

�� ��)��2� ��(�.�� D) ��
" �����  ���J%
�;���G ��� .�V� b�<��<� 4D%	P  ��

�V��
 ��� �� ��)��2� ��(�.�� �J8 7��� 
�  2� ����2�� 2
 ���!> �	5 ��� 

��(�.�� �G �	�)� ) �
� ����� .�
��� �� ) ��B�� ��� ���� 
"D) 
�� � ��<�� ��)��2� 
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���;�2� � �  2��= 6A�	  8 5.�)	i� 2
	5 ���� ��� ��<	��� =% 8����� �;�� � 

���> ��(0 � ��M) ���) �����  2� &�8.  

������  ���.� � &��;)1397 ( ��"D%	3 ) 
:���	�� ���'�� �� i��� �J8�  i�0� �

���� 
"D) ��  0�2�� ) ��B�� ���� ,��T 
�� ���'� 52��)��� )�(���  /��V� ��C�

��(�.��� ��8�� @6A ��� �Z�� �� �js) 3)��� �� 
��C8�E ��!� \�.�.  

�C�� ��������� ������ !�  2� &�8 5.�)	��� ��� ����� ��= ���(� ��J�G 
"D) .

��= ) �`% 
9�4)� ��� ;��� � ���=  �� ��6�����2 
�!.��.  

  

*	�+,	 -�%��%  

 �/��0 L	���) 
� 
�]��< ����� \Z"�!) ����� �	J8 
"D) �� ���� 
�!�� 
���% 3	"D%

 2�  )��4) �  	!�. ��'� .
� Y���1 
� ����!) �b�<��< =�� ��  *+, �� b�	a 
��o)


� 
�"� ��)�(� ��'� �� ���� �) LJ� ���'� � ���(�.� &�	K	G  	6A� #� �����  ��8

���(���� � ���J8 LV� �
:"2 ������;�2 �� 3)�6% �� 
� �) 3�8 ������ ���  ��	>

)Beebeejaun, 2016: 325 .(
��V� �� ���� � 	6A� =�� LJ� ����  
�  ��> &�J� ����

E�� L� � ���� U	A�% �� /��0 �`� ������;�2 L� �������  �� �� &�)��� � ��; ���

�� ��6) �����;�2 �
 7���.  

�� �!M�	= �V� �\�>�
 ��� �Z� �'�� Z� 
:4� ����9� ( C2��)�  2� . �j� �� ����9

��	���= 9�% ��;	�  �'�)1974 () 7]��2�� ���  
� �'� 
��# o�; *�|��  7�OD) 
�"�

��(�.� r����� :���� l 2�� �)�2 �/��0 �
 �� 
���
 � ��n�9�w�� 6% E4�		= &���� 

����� .
2 �� 
��> ��  ���'� ��6) ��� )� ��� :�'�� {����  &�8)�'�� �	Z���  �

�C9���(�'� ��  &�8�}�O%)
)���� �(2� LV� � �Z��( 
�!�� ��'� � �) � &�)��� 
���%

=���(�) (Lefebvre, 1991: 25 .(���� 
"D) ���� �'�� ��
�! �'� �� ����� &�8�}�O% 

����J8� ����J� �� (2�� ) ���0 ��'% ��� >	l�� .��� �
 ���'� P"; �� �����  
����
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a	(2���� � ����)	 [ ��� ���;� �� &��> ��� ���)�� (2� LV� ����� ���   )��4)

)� ����.  

�� � ����)��= �V� �~D��
 !�. � �'�	  ����= !�)� (��	  )� ���� .!�)� �	�k% 

)� ��� !�. &���(� �'� 
�	  ��) !�. /��0 r���� �  2�	�� 9�% ��	� ) � �'� *�O

����� E4� .� �4� �� ���&�>� ��� )�%�	�	�!�� ) ��B�� ���  7�, �� 
�"� � ��j 
� �'� 
�

3O�) ����  � l 2� ���)���� )� �����% �6%��� ���@ 9�% �� ��'� *�O)	� ��6)� �.�� 

 ����  ���B) �
 ��)Massey, 1994:11 .(���� 
"D) ���� E�� �� ���� ����  ��<

�) �� b���.��� ��� !) b�M��� ���;	���� ���'� P"; � �=)��  7�, �� �
����

�6%����@ � ��<�� l���!� �'��= �6%����@ �2 �� E�% �� &���(������;�  LV� � �]�2��)

�J8�  2�.  

���� ���!) LJ�� 
�  
��o)�# 6A�	  ��(�.��� �V��
 ��� N�� q���N�  =(��>

 2�B���� .2`� �j� �� =(��>	# �� ��;) ��B� �N�� q� ��� 5!<�� 
���< 
� ��� 

��(�.�� ��)�� ��J�G 
� �� ����� ����� �� �������  ��!��2��; �� ) ��2� ��� 

)Goffman, 1963: 18 .(���� 
"D) ���� � q�����  \�� 
� 
�»��a &����� « 
"D) ��

C!<	�&� 
� �� �� �� �����2 �J�%�  
"D) �� ��8 ) ��.� ����  ���� 
�"����!) 
� ��� 

�'� �� *+, � 
�2��;��;� )�(�� ) ������ ���2 .��= ���!)�� �� ��O% *`;����X 

B���� 
�"� �@6A 
��B� 
�� G	K	&� �����;�2 
�� ��2 N�� �(�  ��B; ���=  2�.  

�� � ������= 6A�	�  �V��
 . &�)���  )��4)	Z( 2� "D% ���)� /��2�	3 

E�� ��� a � ���;	(2��� �� ��) L��� ���2 .����� � 
:"2 ��; LJ) �j� �� /��2�� 

 \�J�) �� � )��4)»��J�G =�) «) =M2� �>�l� E�� ����  � /�"; �� ���2���� 
�

) \���� /��0 LB< �� ���;� ���� � 
:"2 �%�  ��B�� E9�< 
�)Scott, 1990: 13 .( ����

���� 
"D)��  ����������� C�+) #2��) ��  ���B)�� �, �� � �� �/��2 b�M��� �

9�% 7�,	� ��)� ��) l���!�  )��4) �� ��J�G� ���!) 7� �� 
��� ��B�� ���)��  ��

) L����� ���2.  
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�� �J���  ���� G LJ�	K	>�� �J8 ��!� �� ���� 
���%�� ���� �V� 
��
 ��� 

� ��>���;�2�!G	Z ��� 
.�% .)	3B 
� ��; ��j
 �� ����� ��&F   C0��) � ����> LV�C�% �	�
 

) ��B�� ���  /��0 
�
� r4� ��(��> �� 
�"� �����J� �� ��� ��� ��. ���'� � ����   2�

)Foucault, 1977: 34 .(���� 
"D) ���� �T �� /��0�P ��(��> ��� �)�	��� 
��2� ���  �

C�+)� ) 7�(��� l��8 ��� �� ���� � ��� !) ���;	����  �� ��8��', &�D� � � ��,

� 
� ��'��= ) p2�G /��0� ���� .���!)� � ���= a 
� ���6)	�b� "�8 
�"��  ��

p2�G �>�� M2�G l 2� /��0 
�� ) 
�� ����% 4) 3)�,� )�� �6%����@ ����   P"; �

���'�� ���3 �8��.  

��������= �V� b�<��<� ��= �"% �� E��FG	4� �V� ���
 ��� 9�%	�  ��'�

!�.	  ��)� �  )��4) �N�� q�� ��'���(��> /��0 � �&�)���  2� ����2� .��= 

"D% ���)� b�<��<	3 ]��<�
 �� ���� 
"D) �� ���� 
���% ��� ) L���� ��� l���2 


���% �� ���!) �
 �� 
�� ��B�� ��  
�"� ���'�) 
�L��� �%	&� ��� ���'� ��!� �� �� 

�J8�� ) ���)� � ��6)� �����.  

  

.#�  


���% LJ� *�� �� �A�, E��FG ���!)� J8 
"D) �� ����	� ������ �� ������ �	�� 

\��) ��� �  2� 
���> &�J� 
������ .\��) ����� 
� 8�� ������ !�%	���  &���B) ���)�

����B)�� ) �� /�)��"� 3)�6%	��� )�Z��#  
�5 &�)(���� �V�) �� N���� LJ� � �� 

����B�� ) L���� ��� ���2 .� b�M����= 
� 
.�% �� ��� ��)	  �G�&� 
69�:)���)  - ��6� 

���!)� 
� 
���% 
��o) �� ]��< �&�)����
 )� �	
� ��)  - \����  &�8  2�.  


6)�. J8 
"D) =��2 ���� 3)�8 E��FG	� �����  
4:�) ��12  2� ���J% .��= 

 
"D)9� 
�	3 �'� ���;�2�� G	K	�&� ��% 
4��2 � ����J% ����� �� /����)�M�� ��!�� 

52��) ���� !�. r���� 
69�:)	�  ) L���� /��0 � �'�� ���2 .4D% 
��(�	P  ��� 
�

��% �� � ��(���	# ��� 
9�">� ��b�M� �J� �� � �8�   3)�832  
"D) =��2 ��)18  ��
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�0�(�  � =��214  ��=��2 &��% (�2 &���D) ��� 25  �%65 �8 7�2 .6)	�����  
� ����

 30��,  ���2 3)�8 
��(��# 7�2 �(% �
"D) ���3 ����% � E��FG ��  ���B) 
��� 

�	�� � 
���%�
�! ��� .
��(� >	�� �T ���P 
�C8 ��� ��(�.�� "D)� ��6) ��  r2�%

 ���B) 9�� ��>����	
 �8 \����.  

��
��>� &��� �T �� ���P , &���B)	=  ���B)� 
C,�O) ��� �	
( ���;�2�
���� 

� 8���� ������ )	����� "D%	3 �2�&��> �1� � ��� ��� ���)� "D)�  ��> /��1 .

����Z��� � 3)�8 E��FG	E ��� )	����� E2�G 
)�� ��� 2��� � ����� ���'� ��� �J8� 

��� .
C,�O) CT ��!� �� ��	6� >���� �&�)�� ��� �� ��  9�(� 7�1�� ��2��(��� �� 

�8 \����.  

"D%	3 &��� "D% ��� �� ��	3 %�(%	# 
�2� � ���� ���)	L  ��> /��1 .)�')	= 

"1�� ��� 7� ���  �� G �� � ���8 ���M�2� /����B) �	��� �V� b�<��< ��� !�%	� 

���8 .)�(% ��� 0`;� /�V,`) �E��FG 3,��)� 
"(.�� �A��   ��, �
����>


���)�D)�� �, 
� \���,� ��L 1�O;�  ���B) ��>���� ����   2� &�8.  

  

��
�/ ��  

�
��� ��� ��= 9�4)"1� EM� ��J< �� 
� ��)�2 �
���  2�: �O% 
� 7�� EM���� 9��� 
�� 

�0�(� �. ��� ) ������ 
"D) ��� �����G � 
� �� ���
 b�":)�� � b�":) &��� ��=  �'�

����� ���)� ) ���0� ���l 6A� �\�� EM�	  J8 
"D) ����	� ����� 2��� ��� )� ��� 

�`% 
� � ��� ��� ���
� �� ��,�  ������ ��(�.� ��� ����� ��J|� ��� �.��� 

E9�< ��� 3�8 � �P��) ���� ��', >	�� 
�C8 ��� �(,��� a	(2��� )� �����G .

�K(�	�= � 
���%�
�!  �� ����»��� ��« jk% �	� »N�� q�� «>��� ��� � �� ���
�=  EM�

"D%	3 )� ��8l �)� Q�!,� �� �\�2 EM�	   �  2� Z��(�) 
"D) �� ����")����  ��<

)��) ��',	�= � i�C%� � ��8������) ������6)	
��� � 
� ���= jk%  D% �� Q�!,�	�  ���0

)� ����� 2���� )� ���l �J� ����   i�A�) 
� \��J< EM�»��)	�« jk% �	� �C% �� �
�3 
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� 
"D)�# ���% �,���� ����� �)����� $%		� ������ �`)� E4� � �.�!)�  �� ��

��>�>�� ��� ) 
"D)� �����G.  

  

1- �2 /� +3 ���	�� �����  

����� ���� ��� �� ���� �� ������ ��� �  

�� �0 �����2 &����(�� J8 
"D)	� ����� �'� �
�8+> ���� �� �� ��8�2��  

��!C(� �  9�1�� ��(�.��  2� &��� .��= OM8 ����G 3D) � &�>��� �
"D)	  ��� 

") 
�!.��� C�+) �� 
 ��K(��  �� ��.����� J8	� ������ b��� ���M� �����  �

8��� ����)�J0� V�	� ;���8 &�����;� �� )0��)�J ��J. v��� PC2�� ( �`� �C�� �

)�B�� >	� % PC2�	L ")� (� � &����= �) &���(� �)��
 9��� ��M���� �0�(�  2�.  

����� � 
�	E � �� 
�� �� ���= 
�8��  ���2 
"D) ��� �
 �� ����%�!, �� ���  \�>

��� )� ���� (1 �� �	(	  �)�> �� �!(� r������� �	�k% �
 ����� ) �T�; 
� ��� ����
 

���) �
"D) 
��  � =)����
 ��  /��J8 � ���148 � ���.�� � ���.�=  i��� ����� �� 
"D)

��� &��Z�� �
  9Z�) � ��C��� �� �Q�4) .�0
 L��;��� ��� ; � ����)��� ��	��= �0�(� 

 ��.� 
� &��8� �� �
"D)33 � �� ��!)�= 
��B� �� �
 �
4:�) �� �����  ��� ��� C�+) �� 

�a� 1� �	3 ) 
�8+> �� 
"D)� ���� ) �� �>��:  
»����� ; ������	 ����� ��0 �% ��� �) �����L �.��  >�����  �)� ���	L  �� 
��� 
 
B4��
 �.�� ��<��< �&���� &��� ... 33  ��!) �%��6� 8�� �����6� ;	"� ���&�� 

"D) ��  ��33  L!0 ���!) �%�) \��;  �� 
�100  ��)200  ��!) ��) !� ����� �

����� 2
 ����� ��(8���	C�  ���C�\��) ;	"� ���� b�; � {�G .����� �
  
)����
20 ) 
9�2	���M   
�� 
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