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Introduction

Childhood, as a socio-cultural construct, is profoundly shaped by the norms, values,
and beliefs of society. The family, as the primary institution for cultural
transmission, plays a central role in childhood socialization. The interaction between
family and the cultural characteristics of the Ghorbati community can create
challenges and disruptions in the socialization process. No studies have been
undertaken regarding the meaning of childhood and the psycho-social challenges of
childhood in distinct cultures such as the Ghorbati in Iran. Therefore, the questions
to be answered here are as follows; 1) what is the meaning and characteristics of
childhood within the cultural context and totality of Ghorbat society? 2) what are the
challenges and psycho-social consequences Ghorbat children face? The findings of
this research can contribute to interventional and supportive programs while
understanding the meaning of childhood and its psycho-social consequences in the
culture of the Ghorbat community in Herandi neighborhood.

Literature Review
The results of Parvin and Darvishifard's research (2015) show that Ghorbati men do
not engage in work, and their daily expenses are covered through informal means
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such as begging, with the responsibility falling on women and children; they marry
and have children at a young age; they are school dropouts; they do not pursue
formal education; do not possess birth certificates. Based on the findings of Esfari's
article (2015), "Hadouri" - meaning begging accompanied by persistence - is a daily
activity for being recognized as an adult; women and children are active economic
agents; they are in the most vulnerable age in terms of group identity. Safikhaani et
al (2016) indicates that Ghorbat children are involved in various crimes and social
harms such as pickpocketing, addiction and drug trafficking, gambling,
imprisonment, prostitution, early sexual relations and early pregnancy, child labor,
and so forth. Based on the research by Davoudi et al (2018), Ghorbat parents have a
distinct and insecure parenting style; influenced by the culture of this social group,
they are exposed to various social harms. The findings of Mohammadi et al (2021)
show that the experience of exclusion affects the psychological and social life of
Ghorbat children. Studies on the Roma minority group in Europe show the
following points: poverty, unemployment and consequently negative impact on life
expectancy and quality of life as well as low welfare indicators (Byrne, 2024);
educational inequality (Obrovska et al., 2023); low participation in early childhood
education and care (Klaus & Marsh, 2014); inequality in the health sector (Garcia-
Barata et al., 2023). Another study shows relatively poor living conditions of
Ghorbat children, severe poverty, low academic performance, school dropout, early
marriage experience, and labor (Kiprianos et al., 2012).

Methodology

The present study was conducted on the basis of a qualitative method with a
thematic analysis approach. Data were collected through semi-structured interviews
with 40 participants from three groups including Ghorbat children, families, social
harm specialists and business owners in Herandi and Shush neighborhoods).
Sampling was conducted using purposive and snowball sampling methods until
reaching saturation point. To ensure research validity, triangulation, continuous
presence in the field, and coding by specialists were employed. All interviews were
conducted and recorded with informed consent and full adherence to ethical
principles including confidentiality and the use of pseudonyms.

Findings

The findings reveal that Ghorbat society faces profound challenges in the domains
of family and culture. The eight main themes identified in this research are: gender
discrimination and pseudo-masculine attitudes toward women and girls;
unproductive economy and living in the moment; interaction avoidance, self-
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deprecation, and self-stigmatization; permissive parenting and sexual neglect of
children; unbalanced development and truncated childhood; internalization of
discrimination feelings and reproduction of cultural-social identity; child labor as an
unwilling tool trapped by cultural determinism; child marriage as a tragic ritual for
generating tragedy; children of this society as the primary victims.

Discussion and Conclusion:

The two main question of this research are " What is the meaning of childhood in the
cultural context of the Ghorbat community”, and "what are the psycho-social
consequences of the percieved meaning of childhood for children? The findings
show that Ghorbat society, due to its isolation and exclusion, has been driven into
internal colonies and has limited interaction with mainstream of society. The
mentioned isolation has led to reluctance toward formal education and the
continuation of intergenerational illiteracy. On the other hand, the patriarchal family
structure, through employing children in informal occupations, has caused
stigmatization, delinquency, and distortion of the meaning of childhood. Children,
especially girls, enter the adult world earlier and due to their early childbearing, turn
into maladjusted adults. In this culture, childhood is primarily limited to "work."
Ultimately, residence in impoverished neighborhoods like Herandi, which
accommodates this group, leads to the reproduction of the poverty culture and
increased social harms, particularly among children. If society wishes to prevent this
social harm, the key lies in connecting Ghorbat society with mainstream of society,
non-judgmental acceptance, respect for cultural individuality, and comprehensive
empowerment. This lengthy process requires genuine participation, a perspective
beyond short-term economic assistance, and the utilization of social science
specialists' expertise alongside supportive institutions.

Keywords: Culture, Family, Childhood, Ghorbat Groups, Childhood Challenges,
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