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1. Introduction

The purpose of the current research was to answer the question that under what
conditions religious believers may engage in immorality, and to answer this
question, it tests two hypotheses. First, if religious believers attribute an immoral
behavior to God, they will find that behavior more acceptable, and second, passive
immorality is attributed to God more than active immorality.

Therefore, religion can only lead to immorality when: 1. the immorality in question
is passive and not active, and 2. the passive immorality is attributed to God. Other
than these two cases, religiosity will have a negative relationship with immorality.
Therefore, in the current research, religiosity was the independent variable, type of
immorality (passive/active) was the moderating variable, attribution to God was the
mediating variable, and acceptance of immorality was the dependent variable, and
the moderated mediation model used for data analysis.

2. Literature Review

Those who have talked about whether religion is beneficial or harmful have rarely
tested their opinion with empirical methods, and the empirical research listed below,
has not shown any clear relationship between religion and ethics. Based on this, the
current research question was that "in what conditions does religion lead to
immorality?" The current research hypothesizes that attribution to God, which is
greater in religious believers, makes it easier to justify passive immorality and thus
makes passive immorality seem more acceptable.

A very important point is that in the current research, only a part of religion, that is,
the belief in the existence of God, heaven and hell, and the like, was measured, not
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the complete religion, and in the discussion section, we will see that these religious
beliefs can contribute to immorality only if they are not completed with religious
teachings. The current research hypothesizes that theists tend to see God's hand
behind earthly events, especially those events whose cause is not clear, and if the
events benefit themselves or others, perhaps do not consider it immoral to not
prevent them (letting go).

3. Methodology

Population, sampling method, and sample size. Among 30 thousand subscribers of
Hamrahe Avval and Irancell living in Tehran and Karaj, 499 participants were
sampled using the convenience method whose mean and standard deviation of age
was 37.26 and 5.94 respectively with a range of 21 to 53 years, and 230 of them
were male.

Measurement of religious belief (independent variable). In a correlational design,
religious belief was measured using the Supernatural Beliefs Scale (SBS).
Manipulation of type of immorality (passive/active; moderating variable).
Participants were randomly assigned to the "passive immorality group" and "active
immorality group". The passive immorality group read six short stories in which a
person benefits by committing passive immorality, and the active immorality group
read six "similar" stories in which a person benefits by committing active
immorality.

Measurement of the mediating variable (attribution to God). After reading each short
story and before the next short story, attribution to God was measured with one
question. The subjects were asked if the benefit gained by the character of the short
story was God's will.

Measurement of the dependent variable (acceptance of immorality). After reading
each short story and before the next one, acceptance of immorality was also
measured using five other questions: 1-Did the character of the story (for example,
Bahram) deserve to achieve his goal? 2-Did the character of the story reach his goal
morally? 3-Was the character of the story an unfair person? (reverse scoring), 4-Was
the character of the story a moral person? 5. Was the character in the story an
unfaithful person? (reverse scoring).

4. Results

Regression analyses and moderated mediation model showed that: 1. Participants
with higher religiosity attributed passive immorality to God more than Participants
with less religiosity, 2. The relationship between religiosity and attribution to God
was insignificant in the group of active immorality, but it was positive and
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significant in the group of passive immorality, 3. Attribution to God could predict
acceptance of immorality both alone and when entered into regression analysis
together with religiosity, type of immorality, and religiosity (immorality type, 4.
After leaving aside the variance of attribution to God, religiosity had a negative
relationship with acceptance of immorality and this shows that religiosity without
attribution to God reduces acceptance of immorality, and 5. The relationship
between religiosity and acceptance of immorality was negative in the active
immorality group and positive in the passive immorality group. Findings No. 1 and
3 together with each other show "moderated mediation", that is, attribution to God
can explain why religious people accept passive immorality more than active
immorality.

5. Discussion and Conclusion

The current research hypothesized that attribution to God, which is more in religious
believers, makes it easier to justify passive immorality (omission of actions) and
thus makes passive immorality seem more acceptable, and the findings did support
this hypothesis. The very important point is that, as mentioned in the Introduction, in
the current research, only a part of religion, that is, belief in God, heaven and hell,
and the like, was measured, not the complete religion, and based on the findings of
the current research, it can be said that if religious beliefs are not completed with
religious teachings, then these beliefs can contribute to immorality; Belief without
education can be a dangerous thing.

Keywords: Religious Belief, Attribution to God, Acceptance of Immorality,
Pathology of Religion, Religious Teachings
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