





The Quarterly Journal of Social Work Research

Volume 9, Issue 35, Spring 2023, 1-40 {?09 ATU
rjsw.atu.ac.ir DOU PRESS
DOI: doi.org/10.22054/rjsw.2023.72094.65

Malfunctioned Institutions of Family and School:
A Study about the Male Imprisoned Prisoners

Ph.D. Candidate, Department of Sociology,
Shahmir Sahebinejad Facule of Humanities, Garmsar Branch,
Islamic Azad University, Garmsar, Iran.

Associate Professor of Sociology, Faculty of
Humanities, Garmsar Branch, Islamic Azad

Soheila Alirezanejad * Lo
J University, Garmsar, Iran.

Assistant Professor of Sociology, Faculty of
Habib Karimian Humanl‘tles, Garmsar Branch, Islamic Azad
University, Garmsar, Iran.

1. Introduction

The fundamental principle of modern prisons is to "correct” people and prepare
them to play a valuable and worthy role in society after release. Many experts
believe that prison does not prevent crime but turns people into professional
criminals, in other words, prison exacerbates what Lemert calls "secondary
deviance." Giddens says this means recidivism by those who have been in jail
before. The critical point is that without knowing the conditions of the prisoners who
enter the prison and are in the process of repeating the crime, it is not possible to
understand the conditions of the prisonization of male prisoners. The main question
of this article is how the male prisoners experience the family and school institutions
and does this experience lead them to prison.

2. Literature Review

The results of a longitudinal generational study in Montreal by Kim Williams et al.
(2016) display the profound effects of the family and its violence on the criminal
future of the children. Alice Miles (1389), in research with a combined method,
shows the vital role of the prisoner's family in resocializing prisoners and leaving the
crime process and returning to prison. The research results of Omran Parandakh and
Akbar Varwai (2013) showed a significant relationship between the feeling of
deprivation, satisfaction with life, religiosity, social participation, and economic
base with recidivism. Ismail Bostani (2012), in his research using documentary and
survey methods, showed that the variables of the financial status of the prisoner
before the prison, the connection of the person with others, the feeling of control and
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supervision, and the age of entering the penitentiary are related to the variable of
recidivism. In Farrell's (2009) study, drug use and age of first arrest have a
significant relationship with recidivism.

3. Methodology

This research aims to find out how the people who repeatedly return to prison
socialize and experience life in this regard by using Grounded Theory qualitative 20
male prisoners aged 50 to 53 years with diverse crime, age, education, and region
with the experience of returning to prison. The total number of returned prisoners
was 1000. These prisoners were admitted.

In the stage of coding and identification of categories, three main categories of
dysfunctional family institutions, dysfunctional schools, dysfunctional education in
prison, and dysfunctional family, as the core category of selection and two
paradigms of misguided teenagers and helpless ambitions appeared.

4. Results

The average age of the target population is 35 to 39 years, and their education ranges
from illiterate to master's degree, but more than 40% of them had middle school
education. The highest record of returning to prison was 26 times, and the lowest
was two times. More than 50% of the prisoners of this prison were kept in section
four, related to drug crimes, and section six, about theft and murder crimes. The
highest percentage of imprisoned criminals is related to drug trafficking (46.6%) and
theft (35.7%); financial convicts are the third group of imprisoned criminals with
5.4%.

5. Main categories

Dysfunctional family: The family is the primary agent of the child's socialization.
People who experience prison for the first time with light and sometimes far-fetched
crimes, due to the harmful functioning of the family and labeling enter the vicious
cycle of all kinds of delinquents, which is not easy to escape.

Institutional ineffectiveness of the school: Most of the participants in the research
were truants. Because the institution of family and school could not apply the
process of acceptance of social values correctly, these people endure it due to the
coercion of others or running away from home. The school also has structural
deficiencies.

Inefficient education in prison: upon entering the prison, prisoners face two formal
and informal social systems: the official organization of the prison, which includes
educational, disciplinary, and rehabilitation programs, and the informal organization,
which provides for all the agenda of the prisoners' society. Education is the most
important program of the prison organization. It is considered to resocialize
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prisoners, but based on interviews, this training and even professional training in
prison cannot prepare them for life outside of prison.

Paradigms: The experience of men in the family can be summed up in two
paradigms: the confused adolescent and the ambitious without means. Intense sexual
needs, adolescent confusion, and traumatic family functioning have led to the
emergence of the paradigm of confused adolescents, and the school could not
complete its socialization process. The second paradigm represents an imbalance
between possibilities and demands, and a person cannot achieve normative goals
through normative methods. Ambition is caused by defective socialization of people
in the family.

6. Conclusion

The findings of this research indicate the continuity of institutional inefficiency from
home to prison. Family and school, the leading institutions of socialization, were not
efficient enough to prepare these people to play normative roles. The prison can also
not change the conditions in the continuation of institutional inefficiency. The
official organization of the prison only repeats the ineffective socialization process.
The informal organization of the prison finally provides the society to which a
person feels he belongs.

Keywords: Imprisoned, Repeating Offense, Institutional Malfunctioned, Grounded
Theory
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